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STATE OF NE W- -HAMPSHIRE. 
In the _— of REPRESENTATIVES, 


june 20th, 1786. 


OTED, that Mr. SranHAwEk, Col, Torran and Doctor 
PRESTON, with ſuch of the Hon. SEN ATE as they may 
Join, be a committe to wait upon the Rev. Dr. HA vx, and 
preſent him with the thanks of the GENERALI-CouRr, for his 
performance at ConcoRD, and requeſt of him a copy of the diſ- 


courſe delivered on the Eighth of June current, in order to have 


it printed. 


2 Sent up for ConcuRRENCE;, 


JOHN SPARHAWK, Speaker P. 7. 
4 In SEN A T E, the ſame day Reap and Cox cuRxRE D, 
Mr. WenTwokTH and Mr. ArkI RSO joined. 


. Juoszrn PEARSON, Secretary. 
A true Copy, 


"7 Atteſt, Joskrn ae Secretary. 
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S ER M ON. 


INTRODUCTION. 


WE are aſſembled on this joyful anniverſay of our public 
liberty: liberty obtained at the expence of much blood and 
treaſure ; with decency becoming a chriſtian ſtate, we now 
appear in this ſacred place, firſt to pay our religious ac- 
knowledgements to the SUrREME RULER, and to collect 
ſome inſtruction from the oracles of truth: that ſpecial pro- 

vidence which prevents the worthy reverend brother“ ap- 
pointed to have led in the public devotions of this day, and 
a very late call on me to ſtand in his place, from his Excel- 
lency the PRESID ENT and the honorable Councir, muſt 
be my apology for the following haſty compoſition. 


LET this honorable Cour then, and this reſpectable As- 
SEMBLY permit me to expect their kind candor, while Lat- 

tempt a few important thoughts on this great occaſion, ſag- 
geſted by the words of our Lok p, recorded in the goſpet 
according to . | 


MATTHEW, 


The Rev. Dr. Langdon, of Hampton-Falls, confined with 
a broken bone, but a ſhoxt time before the general election in this 


Stats. 


( 4 ) 
MATT HE W, xxiv.—45, 46, 47, ver. 

ho then is a faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom his 

Lord hath made ruler over his houſehold, to give 

them meat in due ſeaſon ? bleſſed is that ſervant, 

whom his Lord when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing : 

Verily T ſay unto you he ſhall make him ruler over 

all his goods, | | 


My RrEsPECTED HEARERS, 


MONG the many metaphors uſed in ſa- 

cred ſcripture, expreſſive of the duty and 
ſubjection we owe to God our Father, and our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that of a ſervant is perhaps 
the moſt frequent, It is uſed with the higheſt 
propriety ; for it is juſt in its ſelf, and adapted to 
convey ideas of the higheſt importance to us. For 
he who made us, he who provides for us, ſup- 
porting both foul and body in all their noble 
powers and organs, has ſurely an unlimitted right 
to our ſervices. He, who has redeemed us unto 
God with his own moſt precious blood, that we 
might be to him à peculiar people, zealous of good 
Works, has the higheſt claims upon us, and may 
zuſtly expect we ſhould glorify him in our bodies & 
in our ſouls which are the Lord s. In a word, he 
may juſtly expect, that, in our reſpective ſtations 
and characters, we ſheuld yield all ready obedi- 
ence 


1 


- ence and ſubjection to him, who has laid down 
his precious life for us. 


AND indeed, my friends, the true ſervants, of 
Jeſus Chriſt glory in their character : they eſteem 
it their higheſt dignity, that they are now no 
longer ſervants and ſlaves, to the prince of the 
power of this world; nor to their own vile luſts : 
but that the bleſſed ſon of God hath made them 
free: though other Lords have had dominion over 
them, yet henceforth they will make mention on- 
ly of his name. bes 


SERVANTS muſt do their maſters work, and 
keep ever in view, as their rule and guide his 
commands and will : they muſt do their work 
with cheerfulneſs, —with ſingleneſs of heart,. and 
good fidelity; though their maſter may appoint 
to ſome more work, to others leſs, according to 

their ſeveral abilities; yet all have ſomething on 
their hands by his appointment of importance to 
be done. Nor does the ſubordination of labour- 
ers, or that of their work, at all prevent their 
holding one common title, under their great Lord: 
they are all his ſervants, and bleſſed be his name, 
it they are faithful, however they may rank 
among themſelves, they ſhall a/ in the laſt day, 

receive 


n Þ: 
receive a moſt gracious reward from their divine 


maſter, in the preſence of attending angels, and 
an aſſembled world. 


Tre ſervant mentioned in the text, ſeems to 
have been one greatly honored with peculiar ta- 
lents and entruſtments ; he is made ruler over his 
maſters houſehold, his character and poſt are ap- 
plicable, with ſome ſpecial propriety, to Magi/- 
trates and Miniſters. 


MAGISTRATES are appointed, by the wife and 
good providence of heaven, to rule among men, 
in ſubordination to, and in immitation of him, 
* who himſelf rules the world in righteouſneſs, and 
judges the people with equity. The holy Apoſtle 
Paul accordingly roundly aflerts, that the powers 
that be, are ordained of God, They are, in this 
ſenſe even under the preſent diſpenſation, the Lord's 
annointed, appointed by him miniſters of God for 
good. They have in their exalted ſtations, the 
folemn oath and charge of God impoſed upon 
them, to regard ſupremely his honor, to promote 
the great end of their delegated power, and the pub- 
lic good. They are commanded to be juft, to fear 
God, to hate coveteouſneſs, and ever to bear in mind 
that God 7s with them in the judgment, 

| Tuxer 


(7) 
Tusk are his honored ſervants in the State. 
the earthly political houſehold of the Lord: they 
are appointed to do his work, to promote the hap- 
pineſs of the Commonwealth, which is the great 
end of all political government ; r give to every 
one his meat in due ſeaſon, and advance, to their 
utmoſt, the great deſigns of God's moral govern- 
ment in the world : Happy are theſe his honored 
ſervants, whom when their Lord cometh, be ſhall find 
Jo doing: Verily I ſay unto you, he ſhall make them 
rulers over all his goods ; their ſtations ſhall be 
marked with diſtinguiſhed honor in the world 

of ſupreme glory. | 


Min1sTERS muſt conſider themſelves under 
the character of ſervants in the church of the liv- 
ing God : their work 1s ſpiritual, their charge is 
great, and their account will be moſt ſolemn. 
By the great head of the church they are made ru- 
lers in his ſpiritual houſehold, wwh:cb ig the church 
of the living God; they are appointed to this office, 
not to Lord it over mens faith, or conſciences ; but 
to be helpers of their joy; and to give to every one 
his portion of meat in due ſeaſon. 


GREAT wiſdom and faithfulneſs are neceſſary 
in miniſters, in order to their acquiting them- 
ſelves 


1 

ſelves to God and their own conſciences: though 
as miniſters of that kingdom of their bleſſed Lord, 

which is not of this world, they are not to inter- 
fere with matters of government, nor aſſume 
loraly titles over their fellow ſubjects; yet it muſt 
be allowed, they have a moſt important depoſi- 
tum committed to them; they have an arduous 
work on their hands; they have been charged in 
the preſence of God and the holy angels, to watch for 
fouls as thoſe who muſt give account; they are urged 
to be found faithful in the houſehold of God, by 
innumerable motives of the higheſt moment ; one 
only might be thought ſufficient ; they are the 
ſervants of mens ſouls for Chriſt's ſake. 


Bur, my reſpected hearers, while we have 
pointed out magiſtrates and miniſters as eſpecial- 
ly deſigned in the ſacred paſſage, we are conſider- 
ing, let none of this aſſembly conſider themſelves 
as wholly diſintereſted in the ſubject in hand; for 

perſons of every age, rank and character have 
ſomething intruſted them by the great Lord of 
the houſehold; they have ſome talents to improve 
for the well-being of the State to which they be- 
long ; the honor of Chriſt and the edification of ; 
the church, 


We 
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We have all the proper work of time aſſigned 
us, in whatever poſts we are placed. There is 
ſomething to be done, for ourſelves and ſociety. 
—Something in our power to effect, either by 
our heads, our hearts, or our hands. We muſt 
all be diligent in buſineſs, and fervent in ſpirit, ſerv- 
ing the Lord. I ſay again, time, and all its im- 
portant concernments, are tabents intruſted us by 
thegreat Lord of all ;—and wo untous, if, by indo- 
lence, or attention to other things, things compa- 
ratively of no importance, we wrap theſe talents 
up in a napkin, and leave them unimproved. 


Bor give me leave to conſider, a little more 
diſtinctly, the character of wiſe and faithful ſer- 
vants, as it is conciſely drawn by our. Cord in the 
tert. 


Ir muſt be ſuppoſed then, that they now the 
duties of their particular ſtations ; and what ta- 
lents, are intruſted them for their improvement. 


One, who is wholly ignorant of his Lord's 
will ; who either cannot, or will not underſtand 
the duties, of his particular ſtation ; or in- what 
way he ought to ſerve God and man, cannot be 
numbered among, either the wiſe, or the faithful 


B | ſervants. 


G 


ſervants. The good ſervants, therefore of our 


Lord jeſus Chriſt, will not fail to enquire with 


diligence, after their maſter's will; and carefully 
conſider what are the duties, which eſpecially be- 
long to that department, he has aſſigned them: 
Their language, from time to time, will be, like 
that of Saul, in his way to Demaſeus, Lord, what 
wouldſt thou baue me Wo ds ? | 


Tun ſervant in the text, is called a iſe ſer- 
vant, not only becauſe it is our higheſt wiſdom 
to be faithful ; but becauſe he was prudent, being 
well inſtructed in all the duties of his ſtation. 


 Acain, wiſe {gants, will keep in their proper 
ſpheres. 


Tunv will not intermeddle with things which 
lie out of their line, or above their capacity. 
Wherein God hath called them, therein they will abide 
with God. They will diligently attend upon the 
buſineſs of their own proper ſtations ; they will 
conſider what are the talents intcuſted them; and 
be concerned to improve thoſe they have, not thoſe 
they have not. | 


Tur want of this kind of wiſdom, has intro- 
duced, both into the church and ſtate, great diſ- 
orders. 
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orders. Hence have proceeded thoſe violent at- 
tacks, on that order of prieſthood, which God 
himſelf, eſtabliſhed in the Jewiſh œconomy: 
Hence the ſtory of Korab, Dathan, and Abiram; 
as you will ſee at large in Num. xv1, at the be- 
ginning. Hence alſo that unhappy king Uzziah, 
who thurſt himſelf into the prieſt's office, and 
was ſtruck, by the hand of the Lord, with the 
plague of leproſy, for his prophane preſump- 
tion: You will read the account of this memora- 
ble event in 2d Chron. xxv1. chap. 


Nox has the chriſtian church been free from 
the ſad effects of the ſame ſpirit. Many have run 
before they were ſent ; and thoſe who knew not what 
are the firſt principles of the oracles of God, have 
imagined they were quite equal to the moſt ar- 
duous undertaking that they could fop the 


mouth of gainſayers, and rightly divide the word of 


truth, giving to every one, his portion in due ſeaſon. 


Bur the State has been as much infeſted, with 
this proud and ſelf-advancing ſpirit, as the church. 
While modeſty, with great abilities, has been 
contented in her humble ſtation ; though in 
the truth of facts, one of the higheſt recommen- 
dations to public truſt ; the ſelf-confident aſſur- 
ance, of ſome ignorant, overbearing perſons, ei- 

ther 


a 


ther by the braſs in their face, or the gold in their 
purſe, have puſhed themſelves into places, which 
they could neither fill with dignity, nor reſign 
without humiliating regret. Hence, the wiſe 
king Solomon, long ſince obſerved a fore evil under 
the fun, namely, ſervants on horſe-back, and princes 
walking by their fide.” 


Acain, faithful ſervants, are ſuppoſed to be 
well acquainted, with the ends and purpoſes, to 
which their talents and entruſtments, muſt be 
applied. The glory of the great Lord of all, 
and the happineſs of mankind, command their 
higheſt attention. They know that God is glo- 
rified, when the great purpoſes of his moral go- 
vernment, are anſwered ; theſe centre in the hap- 
pineſs of mankind. For the Father of Being is 
the Father of mercies, a principle of boundleſs 
active love; and though infinitely various in ex- 
ecution, his deſign is one, his own glory, or 
which is evidently the ſame thing, the happineſs 
of his creatures, is the centre in which all the 
lines of his government unite. Every thing takes 
place in the univerſal ſyſtem, according as it tends 
to the accompliſhment of this great parental pur- 
poſe.” The duties, therefore of the ſecond table, 
or what we owe to our fellow ſervants, will be 


eyed 


En 


eyed with great attention. The religion of our 
Divine Maſter, is moſt kind and beneficent : The 
goſpel itſelf is a manifeſtation of divine love, di- 
rected to it's proper object, - the ſalvation of a 
ruined world. Every attentive perſon, muſt ob- 
ſerve; that it is well adapted to promote, civil and 
ſocial happineſs : For, it inriches the heart with 
every virtue, which tends to adorn human nature, 
and to increaſe the common ſtock of ſocial hap- 
pineſs. t forms the wiſe and prudent parent, 
the amiable child, the affectionate brother, — 
the generous friend ; but above all, the judicious, 
upright and conſiſtent magiſtrate ; who riſes ſu- 
perior, not only to views of perſonal intereſt ; 
but what is often more expreſlive of true great- 
neſs, the prejudice of party, and the blind impulſe 
of paſſion ; who with the knowledge and-govern- 
ment of his own heart, is unmoved by the fro- 
ward humours of the world around him; and 
whether they frown or flatter, he remains fixed 
in his purpoſe, of promoting their happineſs.” — 
Thus faithful ſervants, influenced by the princi- 
ples of our holy religion, will ardently defire, and 
aſſiduouſly endeavor to promote. the well-being of 
all around them ; eſpecially of thoſe who are 
committed to their care in their character of ma- 


giſtrates or miniſters. The ſervant in the text, 
gave 
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gave the houſhold, their meat in due ſeaſon : It 
was his fidelity in this branch of his character, his 
Lord emphaſiſed, and remarked with ſo much 
kind reſpect. 

Bx aſſured, my reſpected friends, faithful ſer- 
vants are not only acquainted with the duties of 
their reſpective ſtations ; and know the ends 
which ſhould command their higheſt attention 
but they are conſtantly and conſcienciouſly con- 
cerned to diſcharge theſe duties, and to anſwer 
the end of their appointment, to ſuch particular 


ſtations, in the economy of God's moral govern- 
ment, 


An they rulers ? They will rule in the fear of 
God; devoting themſelves to his honor, by whom 
kings reign,and princes decree juſtice : they will imi- 
tatein ſome happy meafure, though alas ! infinite- 
ly ſhort of the great original, the wiſdom, the 
juſtice, —faithfulneſs and mercy of the Supreme 
Ruler, all which glorious perfections ſhine with 
reſplendent luſtre, in his moral government of 
the world. 


Ar they miniſters of the goſpel ? it is their 
great concern to obtain mercy of the Lord to be found 
faithful. They give themſelves wholly to their 
proper work ; warning every man—and teaching 
* | every 


E 


every man in all wiſdom that they may preſent very 
man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 


ARE they parents or maſters ? they are con- 
ſcienciouſly concerned to walk in their houſes with a 
perfect heart. They behave with kindneſs, gen- 
tleneſs, and fidelity towards thoſe committed to 
their care and government :—They endeavor to 
teach them by precepts, and their own examples, 
the true fear of the Lord. Conſider them in any, 
—in all the dear ſocial connexions of life, you 
will ſee them kind and courteous, tender hearted 
and pitiful ; endeavouring to exhibit themſelves 
a patern to others, in the full exerciſe, of all the 
ſocial virtues and graces of the goſpel. 


To ſum up all in few words; they, who are 
wiſe and faithful ſervants, employ all their abili- 
ties, and improve all their opportunities, in their 
reſpective ſtations, for the glory of God, and the 
welfare of mankind. Their time, —their health, 
—their dignities,—their ſubſtance, the gifts and 
graces of the goſpel, — and all their advantages, 
of either doing good to others ; or of obtaining 
eſſential benefit to themſelves : all theſe are con- 
ſecrated and devoted, to the honor of their great 


Maſter, 


— 
— 
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Maſter, by a caref wn, and faithful improvement of 
them. 


Bur it is more than time, my worthy hearers, 
that the ſubje& ſhould be particularly addreſſed 
to the honorable Court, whoſe preſence has call- 
ed me to ſpeak, from this ſacred place. May 1 
be permitted, with humble aſſurance, to addreſs 
this honorable Court as a collective body of chr:i/- 
tian Magiſtrates, aſſembled, with fixt purpoſe of - 
heart to promote the honor of the great Meſſiah, 


| and the beſt intereſt of this commonwealth ? 


UnDeR this moſt reſpectable character, I will 
hope to conſider every one of this much reſpect - 
ed body. For, Heaven forbid, that this State, 
in her infancy, ſhould ſo far forget her own con- 
ſtitution, that grand palladium of all her liberties, 
as to ſuffer infidels and deiſts to faſten their fal- 
con hands on the reins of government; or give 
a place, in their legiſlative, judicial, or executive 
body to any one, who does not hold himſelf ame- 
nable at the tribunal of him who has a name writ- 
ten on his veſture and on his thigh, Ky of Ong. 
and Lord of Lords. 

© Honored Gentlemen, 
| Your dignity, your duty,—and the moſt 
powerful 


CF 


powerful motives to fidelity have been imperſect· 
ly hinted in the didactic part of our ſubject. It 
is pref! umed you have liſtened witlr an attentive 
ear, to a ſubject, in which your public characters 
ſo deeply intereſt you. You have, I truſt, alrea- 
dy made the application of the POO part to 
your own hearts. 


You are called, by the mug of free citizens, 
to be rulers over God's bouſbold: And thus for the 
voice of the people may, undoubtedly, be conſider- 
ed as the voice of Gad. Vea, the great maſter of the 
houſhold himſelf ſtiles you Gods. T ſaid ye are 
Gods ; but ye ſhall die like men. Your ſtations are 
honorable, as they are important : And while you 
faithfully diſcharge the duties, belonging to yout 
ſeveral departments, you have juſt-claims of hon- | 
or and obedience on us on this whole common- 
wealth. 


Ix, according to your original deſignation, you 
are indeed the miniſters Gad for good; if you are 
wiſe and faithful, always ſeeking the peace of God's 
people; if you give to the houſhold their meat in 
due ſeaſon, by a juſt and wiſe legiſlation, and by a 
faithful and energetic execution of good laws ; then 
duty, love and gratitude oblige us, to pay you 

D high 
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(8) 
high honor and reſpect. Vea, it is in the FEY 
of goſpel precepts, enjoined us, not only to fear 
God, but to honor ſuch civil rulers, we are com- 
manded 1 ſubmit ourſelves to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's ſake ; and we ought, by the ſame 
divine authority, to render cuſtom, (or tribute, to 
whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, and honor to whom 
honor is due. Every citizen therefore, who de- 
ſerves the proteCtion of the laws, ſo far from caſt- 


ing any reproach on your character; or weak- 


ening your hands, by calumniating inſinuations, 
will ſhow you every mark of dutiful reſpect; & en- 
deavour to ſtrengthen your hands, in the diſcharge 
of the duties of your public character. 


Younduty, and your dignity go hand in hand : 


They are eſſentially connected together. The rule 


and meaſure is plainly drawn, drawn by your 
own hands, in the conſtitution of this State, from 
which you have ſolemnly fworn you will not de- 
viate. This you will therefore, carefully ſtudy in 


all its branches. You will conſider it of great | 


importance, to know, theſe ſtatutes and ordinan- 
ces, that you might not tranſgreſs : You will re- 
collect that, for this end, the princes of God's an- 
cient people, were divinely enjoined, to write out, 


with their own hands, the Moſaic conſtitution. 


GIVE 
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Gir me leave, to remind you, that it is the 
eonflitution, and conſtituti onal laws, to which the 
people have pledged their fidelity and obedien ce; 
and not to any body of men, however otherwiſe 
reſpectable. The moment therefore, you ſhould 
preſume to raiſe yourſelves,in political importance, 
above the conſtitution, you would forfeit your 
political dignity; and ſtand upon the ſame ground, 
with the loweſt voters in the ſtate. , Did I ſay, 
upon the ſame ground? I correct Myſelf: For 
ſueh voters are ſuppoſed to be free, from every 
charge, of public infidelity : But you would be 
liable to be called upon, to anſwer for your un- 
faithfulneſs, at the tribunal of an injured people. 


. DETERMINED to make this your main guide; 
you willexert your combined efforts, fully to dit- 
charge, that public. confidence your fellow-citi- 


' Zens, have repoſed in you. And ſurely, you can- 


not fail to recollect, that the wiſe and faithful 
ſervant, whom his Lord made ruler over all his 
houſhold, gave them their meat in due ſeaſon : This 
was the principal part of his duty! this he faith- 
fully diſcharged. When you confider therefore, 
yourſelves appointed by the ſame Lord, through 
the voice of the people, to be rulers over this part 
of his houſhold ; and that the very end of this 


appointment, 
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appointment, is, that you might have it in your 
power, to give every member his portion of meat 
in due ſeaſon ;—this conſideration, will ſurely 
annihilate every low motive ;—every ſpecies ot 
party ſpirit, and ſelfiſh views: For theſe would 
be likely to drayy off your attention, from the pub- 

lic emotument, and fixit on your own families, or 
near connexions. You will reprobate, with the 
higheſt indignation, the idea of deſecrating the 
important Tepofitum committed to you, to the un- 
worthy purpoſes, of PALE * only, and 
not the whole houſhold. * 


Tnus united, and in earfleſt to promote the 
public welfare of every part of this State, you 
will immediately find important buſineſscrowding 
from every quarter, on your heads,—your hearts, 
your hands : For, the preſent ſuffecmg circum- 
ſtances of the houſhold, ons aloud for your im- 
mediate care. 


: Bur modeſt propriety, and a full conviction 
of my own . inability, to lead you through the 
laberinth of public labors, forbid my making any 
attempt of the kind. 


On LY, let me obſerve, the ſcarcity of a circula- 


ting 


( a ) 
tingmedioo—the lowState of our national credit, 


and commerce; the poor multiplying in all our 
towns —inattention to the natural fources of 
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well regulated commerce; and eſpecially that cco- 
nomical prudence,which is eſſential to the public 


, proſperity of every people; theſe are ſubjecta, 
which call aloud for the united wiſdom and en- 


ergy of this honorable court. 


A reviſion of ſuch acts, as have been ſuppoſed, 
inconſiſtent with the conſtitution :— The appoint- 
ment of proper perſons, to repreſent you in Con- 
greſs, perſons, poſſeted of talents adapted to ſerve 
in that very important ſtation, and adorned with 
ſuch a chriſtian character, as you would wiſh to 
have exhibited, as a ſample of your own chriſtian 
morality, before-other chriſtian nations ;—toge- 
ther with the appointment to other offices in the 
State as there may be a call for them ;—as alſo 
means to reward ſuch as are faithful, without 
diſtreſſing the people ;—theſe undoubtedly are 
objects, worthy the notice and careful attention, 
of this reſpected court. 


Tux ſcarcity of men of literary abilities, and 
the importance in which the riſing generation, 
are 
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are juſtly held, by all the wiſe in every nation, 
eſpecially in infant Sates, will ſurely turn your 
paternal eyes on our youth. You will wiſh to 
have their young minds, cultivated under the ſkil- 
ful hand of able and religious inſtructors ;—ſuch 
as are capablejiat leaſt; of teaching them the ru- 
diments of our own language; and inſtructing 


them, by their own examples, in the principles 


of chriſtian morality. If there are good laws al- 
ready enacted on this ſubject, it is preſumed you 
will endeavor to give more energy to ſuch, as have 
hitherto, utterly _— of nent des their NR 


ry deſign. 
* 


Ina word, your watchful and compaſionate 
eyes will pervade every part of the houſhold : 
Your hearts will feel for al: And your hands of 
juſtice, —truth—and - goodneſs will be employed 
for all. And bleſſed are ye, if when your great 
Lord calls you from your preſent diſtinguiſhed ſta- 
tions, either by death, or in any aber way, you 
ſhall be found fo doing. 


His mouth ſhall bleſs you, who has all poẽ - 


er of bleſſing in his hands: And whom he bleſſes, 
is bleſſed indeed. You ſhall have peace in your 


own conſciences : the peace of Goo, which paſſeth 


all 


r . 
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all underRandi ng, ſhall keep your hearts and minds, 


through. Chrift Feſus : Heavens bleſſings ſhall be 
implored upon you, by all the wiſe and good: 
You ſhall be bleſſed with more wiſdom and grace ; 


and perhaps, with further intruſtments For, to 
him who thus hath, thus faithfully improves 
what he hath, we may juſtly expect more ſhall 
be given : Your fellow citizens ſhall blefs you : 
Vea, children yet unborn, ſhall have your names 
tranſmitted them, with high honor. 


Bo F above all, your Lord and maſter in Heaven 
ſhall bleſs you ; and,pronounce, in the great day 
of his appearing, that happy enge on you: Well 
done, good and faithful ſervants, ye have been faith- 
ful in a few things, Twill make you rulers over many 
things; enter ye into the joy of your Lord. 


> Ia conclude let this whole aſſembly be im- 
preſſed with a deep ſenſe, of the infinite importance 


of fidelity in their reſpective ranks. God's eye is 


ever fix on us all: As there are none above his 
controul, ſo there are none below his notice : 


We ſhall all ſtand together, before the bar of 


Chrift, there—ſolemn thought ! there to render 
up our reſfpective accounts, of the various talents 


intruſted us; and to be judged according to the 


deeds 
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deeds done in the body. Then all theſs diſtinctions 


ſhall be laid afide : Then there will be neither 
honorable nor baſe, in any other ſenſe, than as we 
ſhall in that important hour, be pronounced ei- | 
ther faithful, 7 unh, Fighteous or . ma 


Turn, all rule and authority, Mall hs put 
down : For Chriſt the great Meſſiah, /2all reign, 
till all things are put under his feet. O, therefore, 
let us now kiſs the ſon, leſt he be angry with' us, 


and we periſh in that day; 04 Med are all, they that 
Put their truſt in him 9 WEL. 


* 


AMEN. 


